Bevacizumab for critical brain metastases in a patient with pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma.
Bevacizumab was initially contraindicated in patients with brain metastases, but several reports have shown the efficacy and safety of bevacizumab for brain metastases. We herein report the case of a patient with pulmonary pleomorphic carcinoma for which bevacizumab plus weekly paclitaxel following whole-brain radiotherapy (WBRT) was effectively and safely administered for critical and refractory brain metastases. Although the 50-year-old male patient received WBRT with anti-edema therapies for progressive brain metastases, his clinical symptoms deteriorated rapidly. After the completion of WBRT, we administered bevacizumab plus weekly paclitaxel, and his neurological symptoms improved dramatically. Brain magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated a marked response by the brain metastases and improved brain edema. This case suggested both synergism between WBRT and bevacizumab, and an anti-edema effect of bevacizumab. Bevacizumab may be therefore a potent therapeutic option for patients with refractory brain metastases.